
For: February 2010

A Day of ACTION for The Day of Remembrance
“Remembering our Japanese American WWII Veterans for us and our nation by asking Congress to award them the highest civilian medal in the land”
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February 19th of each year is recognized as the Day of Remembrance in which Executive Order 9066 was signed on this day in 1942 and resulted in the forced removal of 120,000 Japanese Americans to concentration camps. The 100th Battalion Infantry, 442nd Regimental Combat Team, and Military Intelligence Service tell a unique American story of patriotism and bravery during World War II. Congress has the opportunity to award these heroes the highest civilian medal in the country called the Congressional Gold Medal of Honor. The House of Representatives has passed the bill with no objections. They have found that:

“The United States remains forever indebted to the bravery, valor, and dedication to country these men faced while fighting a 2-fronted battle of discrimination at home and fascism abroad. Their commitment and sacrifice demonstrates a highly uncommon and commendable sense of patriotism and honor” 
With the Day of Remembrance around the corner, we ask you to write your Senators on or around February 19, 2010 and ask them to support this bill. It is numbered “S. 1055”. THIS BILL IS URGENT AS IT EXPIRES SOON AND OUR VETERANS CONTINUE TO AGE. In this packet you will find everything you need to help get this passed including:

· A Fact Sheet 
· Ways to Take Action 
· Target Senator List 
(Some Senators, like the ones in California, already support this bill ()
· A Sample Personal Letter to your Senators
For more information please contact Phillip Ozaki at the Washington DC Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) Office: minetafellow@jacl.org or 202-223-1240

Ways to TAKE ACTION:

For: February 19, 2010
For the Day of ACTION for the Day of Remembrance, there are several ways to do your part. Remember, the bill has passed in the house and now we need to get Senators to co-sponsor this legislation. To see if you live in a state with a target senator, look at the next page. 
	IMPORTANT: WE MAY NEED YOUR HELP LATER!!! So please share any ACTIONS you take with the JACL Washington DC Office at minetafellow@jacl.org or call 202-223-1240. 



Here is what you can do on or around February 19, 2010:

· Write a personal letter to your Senator:
Use any facts from this packet, personal stories, or historical facts in your letter. There is also an example letter to Senators that you are free to use. Just copy and paste it! It’s best to keep it short, to the point, and include specific supporting examples of why they should support S. 1055. Please check if your Senator is already a co-sponsor below.

· Share this packet with people you know who live in states with Senators who do NOT yet support this bill. For example, if you are from California both Senators Feinstein and Boxer support us, BUT if you know someone in Arizona or Nevada, you could share this packet with them and encourage them to write. 

· Call your Senator:
You can call your Senator and ask them to support S. 1055. Find your Senator’s name below and look up his phone number on the internet. You can use this exact short message: 
“Hello, My name is _________ from the city _______ in the Senator’s state. Today, I’m calling to ask the Senator to co-sponsor S. 1055, a bill that would grant a congressional gold medal, collectively, to the segregated Japanese American units during World War II called the 100th Infantry Battalion and 442nd Regimental Combat Teams who served the United States military during WWII. I think they deserve this medal because _________. Could you make sure the Senator hears my request? If you have any questions, please call the Japanese American Citizens League at 202-223-1240. Thank you.”

Target Senator List:
NOTE: Some states have TWO target Senators. Please Check BOTH grey columns.
	State
	Sen. First
	Sen. Last
	Office
	State
	Sen. first
	Sen. Last
	Office

	Alabama (AL)
	Jeff
	Sessions
	335 Russell
	AL
	Richard
	Shelby
	304 Russell

	Arkansas (AS)
	Blanche
	Lincoln
	355 Dirksen
	AR
	Mark
	Pryor
	255 Dirksen

	Arizona (AZ)
	John
	McCain
	241 Russell
	AZ
	Jon
	Kyl
	730 Hart

	Delaware (DE)
	Tom
	Carper
	513 Hart
	DE
	Edward
	Kaufman
	383 Russell

	Colorado (CO)
	Mark
	Udall
	317 Hart
	
	

	Connecticut (CT)
	Christopher
	Dodd
	448 Russell
	
	

	Florida (FL)
	George
	LeMieux
	356 Russell
	FL
	Bill
	Nelson
	716 Hart

	Georgia (GA)
	Saxby
	Chambliss
	416 Russell
	GA
	Saxby
	Chambliss
	416 Russell

	Idaho (ID)
	Mike
	Crapo
	239 Dirksen
	ID
	James
	Risch
	483 Russell

	Iowa (IA)
	Chuck
	Grassely
	135 Hart
	IA
	Tom
	Harkin
	731 Hart

	Kansas (KS)
	Sam
	Brownback
	303 Hart
	KS
	Pat
	Roberts
	109 Hart

	Kentucky (KY)
	Jim
	Bunning
	316 Hart
	KY
	Mitch
	McConnell
	361-A Russell

	Massachusetts (MA)
	Scott
	Brown
	317 Russell
	
	

	Maryland (MD)
	Barbara
	Mikulski
	503 Hart
	
	

	Maine (ME)
	Susan
	Collins
	413 Dirksen
	ME
	Olympia
	Snowe
	154 Russell

	Michigan (MI)
	Debbie
	Stabenow
	133 Hart
	
	
	
	

	Minnesota (MN)
	Al
	Franken
	320 Hart
	MN
	Amy
	Klobuchar
	302 Hart

	Missouri (MO)
	Christopher
	Bond
	274 Russell
	MO
	Claire
	McCaskill
	717 Hart

	Mississippi (MS)
	Roger
	Wicker
	555 Dirksen
	
	

	Montana (MT)
	Max
	Baucus
	511 Hart
	MT
	Jon
	Tester
	724 Hart

	North Carolina (NC)
	Richard
	Burr
	217 Russell
	NC
	Kay
	Hagan
	521 Dirksen

	North Dakota (ND)
	Kent
	Conrad
	530 Hart
	ND
	

	Nebraska (NE)
	Mike
	Johanns
	404 Russell
	NE
	Ben
	Nelson
	720 Hart

	New Hampshire (NH)
	Judd
	Gregg
	201 Russell
	NH
	Jeanne
	Shaheen
	520 Hart

	New Jersey (NJ)
	Frank
	Lautenberg
	324 Hart
	NJ
	
	
	

	New Mexico (NM)
	Tom
	Udall
	110 Hart
	NM
	Jeff
	Bingaman
	703 Hart

	Nevada (NV)
	John
	Ensign
	119 Russell
	NV
	Harry
	Reid
	522 Hart

	New York (NY)
	Charles
	Schumer
	313 Hart
	
	

	Ohio (OH)
	George
	Voinovich
	524 Hart
	
	

	Oregon (OR)
	Jeff
	Merkley
	107 Russell
	
	

	South Carolina (SC)
	Jim
	DeMint
	340 Russell
	SC
	Lindsey
	Graham
	290 Russell

	South Dakota (SD)
	John
	Thune
	493 Russell
	
	

	Tennessee (TN)
	Lamar
	Alexander
	455 Dirksen
	TN
	Bob
	Corker
	185 Dirksen

	Utah (UT)
	Orrin
	Hatch
	104 Hart
	UT
	Robert
	Bennett
	431 Dirksen

	Virginia (VA)
	Mark
	Warner
	459-A Russell
	VA
	Jim
	Webb
	248 Russell

	Vermont (VT)
	Patrick
	Leahy
	433 Russell
	VT
	Bernie
	Sanders
	332 Dirksen

	Wisconsin (WI)
	Russell
	Feingold
	506 Hart
	WI
	Herb
	Kohl
	330 Hart

	Wyoming (WY)
	John
	Barrasso
	307 Dirksen
	WY
	Michael
	Enzi
	379-A Russel



Facts on this Bill:
· This bill will grant a congressional gold medal, collectively, to the 100th Infantry Battalion and 442nd Regimental Combat Team who served the United States military during WWII

· This bill has 37 co-sponsors on a bi-partisan basis including California Senator Barbara Boxer (the bill’s creator) and Hawaii Senator Daniel Inouye who served in the 442nd Regimental Combat Team
· The House version passed with no objections 
· This bill is URGENT and should pass while as many World War II Veterans are still living;  We estimate that there are about 4,900 Japanese American WWII veterans living today and by 2014, this number will drop to 2000
· This bill NEEDS to pass by September 2010 when the second session of the 111th Congress ends
Background on the 100th Infantry Battalion and 442nd Regimental Combat Team 

· After the attack on Pearl Harbor by the Japanese Navy on December 7, 1941, the United States Army discharged all Japanese-Americans in the reserve and changed their draft status to enemy alien. Then on February 19, 1942, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 forcibly removing 120,000 Japanese Americans to concentration camps
· On June 5, 1942, 1,432 predominantly Nisei (second generation Americans of Japanese ancestry) members of the Hawaii Provisional Infantry Battalion were given the opportunity to serve in a new US military unit called the 100th Infantry Battalion

· The excellent training record of the 100th Infantry Battalion and petitions from prominent civilian and military personnel helped convince President Roosevelt and the War Department to re-open military service and in February 1943, 3,800 Nisei soldiers joined this new unit called the 442nd Regimental Combat Team

· The 442nd Regimental Combat Team and the 100th Infantry Battalion bravely fought in Italy, southern France, and Germany and became the most decorated unit in the United States military for its size and service

· The 100th Battalion and the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, received 7 Presidential Unit Citations, 21 Medals of Honor, 29 Distinguished Service Crosses, 560 Silver Stars, 4,000 Bronze Stars, 22 Legion of Merit Medals, 15 Soldier's Medals, and over 4,000 Purple Hearts, among numerous additional distinctions.

· The House of Representatives says: “The United States remains forever indebted to the bravery, valor, and dedication to country these men faced while fighting a 2-fronted battle of discrimination at home and fascism abroad. Their commitment and sacrifice demonstrates a highly uncommon and commendable sense of patriotism and honor” 

Medal Design and Public Display

· The Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President pro tempore of the Senate shall make appropriate arrangements for the award

· The Secretary of the Treasury shall strike the gold medal with suitable emblems, designs, and inscriptions, to be determined by the Secretary

· The gold medal shall be given to the Smithsonian Institution and displayed at other appropriate locations, where it will be displayed as appropriate and made available for the public to view and remember these heroes

SAMPLE LETTER TO SENATOR: 

Instructions: 
Please fill out the missing data, personalize the letter, and send it ASAP. Feel free to copy and paste! Your envelope can be addressed exactly as  shown below. If you want to fax it instead, find the number on your Senator’s website.(For [Office], look above to see what to write. For example, a letter from someone in Arizona (AZ)  to Senator John McCain would say “241 Russell Senate Office Building”.)
Important: Please send a copy of your letter to minetafellow@jacl.org 
[Date]
Address:

The Honorable Senator [Full Name]
[Office] Senate Office Building 
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator [Senator’s Last Name]:
My name is _________ from [City/Town] in [Senator’s State] and I am [Provide background info like: A JACL Member, A Japanese American WWII Veteran, the child of a 2nd generation Japanese American WWII  Veteran, etc.]. I am writing to ask you to co-sponsor S. 1055, a bill to grant the congressional gold medal, collectively, to the 100th Infantry Battalion and the 442nd Regimental Combat Team of the United States Army in recognition of their dedicated service during World War II. I thought it was appropriate to write you now as February 19 is the Day of Remembrance for the signing of Executive Order 9066 in 1943.
I strongly believe that the 100th Infantry Battalion and 442nd Regimental Combat Team deserve this highest of civilian awards. Not only did these heroes fight fascism abroad in Italy, France, and Germany during WWII, but they also fought discrimination at home as 120,000 persons of Japanese ancestry were put into concentration camps by Executive Order 9066. The 442nd came home from battle as the most decorated unit in the United States military history for their size and length of service. This is a story about exceptional bravery and patriotism that is worthy of a congressional gold medal.

[Insert personal story. Tip: Use any family histories, personal feelings, or facts above.
Example: My family is 4th generation Japanese American and went through the trauma and humiliation of the WWII concentration camps. In order to prove his and his family’s loyalty and love for our country, my Grandfather, Sam Ozaki, fought in the 442nd in France and was awarded a purple heart. I would love to see my grandfather and all of these heroes be alive to see the passage and enactment of this bill, as all our nation’s WWII veterans continue to pass away over the years.]

The house passed their version of the bill, H.R. 347, with bipartisan measures of 411 yeas and zero nays. I hope that with your co-sponsorship of S.1055, these American heroes will be granted this well-deserved medal and the public will be able to view the accomplishments it symbolizes. Thank you for your time and considerations.

Sincerely, 

[You Name]

[Return Address]
